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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 




In re the Application of 

Satoru MIYASHITA, Hiroshi KIGUCHI, Tatsuya SHIMODA and Sadao KANBE 
Application No.: 09/901,097 



For: METHOD OF MANUFACTURING ORGANIC EL ELEMENT, ORGANIC EL 
ELEMENT, AND ORGANIC EL DISPLAY DEVICE 

PETITION FOR CONSOLIDATION OF THREE INTERFERENCES 

Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
Washington, D. C. 20231 



This is a petition under 37 C.F.R. §1.182 requesting that three requested interference 
proceedings be consolidated. Specifically, this Petition requests the consolidation of the 
interferences resulting from three Requests for Declaration of Interference, concurrently filed in 
the above-identified Application and co-pending United States Patent Applications having Serial 
Numbers 09/901,095 and 09/901,126, seeking the declaration of interference between the above 
mentioned three applications and United States Patent No. 6,087,196 to Sturm et al. 
(hereinafter "Sturm"). 

The Applicants respectfully submit that considerations of efficiency, uniformity, 
expense, and speed in prosecuting the interferences between the above-identified Applications 
and Sturm can best be satisfied by consolidating the three Requests for Declaration of 
Interference and collectively and concurrently prosecuting a single interference between Sturm 
and the above-identified Applications. See the preamble of 37 C.F.R. §1.601 defining a primary 
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good of the rules as being to secure the just, speedy, and inexpensive determination of every 
interference. 

In each of the above-referenced Applications, a Request for Declaration of Interference 
with Sturm is filed. 

Additionally, the above-referenced Applications and Sturm are directed to similar 
subject matter. Broadly speaking, the three Applications and Sturm disclose using ink-jet 
printing to form semiconducting devices including organic semiconducting elements or 
including polymeric elements. Indeed, Applications with Serial Numbers 09/901,097 and 
09/901,095 include claims exactly, and claims substantially, corresponding to each of 
interference counts 1 and 2 with corresponding claims of Sturm. 

Moreover, the above-identified Applications are assigned to a common assignee. . 

Accordingly, disputed issues between the three Applications and Sturm address similar 
subject matter between the same two parties. 

Therefore, to efficiently, uniformly, and speedily prosecute the Interference between the 
above-identified Applications and Sturm, the Applicants respectfully request: 

(1 ) That the three Requests for Declaration of Interference be consolidated, and 

(2) That the resulting interference proceedings between Sturm and the above-referenced 
three Applications be consolidated. 



• 
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Attached is our check no. 128238, in the amount of $1 30.00, as the petition fee set forth 
in 37 C.F.R. §1.1 7(h). If any additional fees are necessary, the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office is authorized to debit Deposit Account No. 15-0461. 



Respectfully submitted, 



James A. Oliff 
Registration No.- 27,075 

Hrayr A. Sayadian 
Registration No. 46,491 

JAO:HAS/tbh 
Date: February 27, 2002 

Oliff & Berridge, plc 
P.O. Box 19928 
Alexandria, Virginia 22320 
Telephone: (703) 836-6400 
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PATENT APPLICATION 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
In re the Application of 

Satoru MIYASHITA, Hiroshi KIGUCHI, Tatsuya SHIMODA and Sadao KANBE 
Application No.: 09/901,097 

Filed: July 10, 2001 DocketNo.: 101050.02 

For: METHOD OF MANUFACTURING ORGANIC EL ELEMENT, ORGANIC EL 
ELEMENT, AND ORGANIC EL DISPLAY DEVICE 

REQUEST FOR DECLARATION OF INTERFERENCE 

m 

Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office . . z= - 

Washington, D. C. 20231 0 z:z ^ 

^ o 

Sir: ^ co m 



The Applicants hereby respectfully request that an Interference be declared betwe&n m 

the above-identified patent application and United States Patent No. 6,087,196 to Stiran et al. 

o 

(hereinafter "Sturm"), attached to the Information Disclosure Statement filed July 10, 2001. 

Specifically, the Applicants request that an Interference be declared between claims 
25-46 and 54-77 of the present Application and claims 1 -22 and 30-5 1 of Sturm. 

Additionally, the Applicants propose that counts 1, 2, 4, and 5 set forth in Appendices 
A and B, be made the counts of the Interference. The counts are numbered 1, 2, 4, and 5 to 
avoid confusion with other counts (numbered differently) of Interferences in Applicants' 
other Applications, in which corresponding Requests for Declaration of Interference and a are 
being concurrently filed. 1 

Moreover, the Applicants respectfully request that: 



1 United States Patent Applications with Serial Numbers 09/901,095 and 09/901,126 are the other Applications 
in which concurrent Requests for Declaratipn of Interference are being filed. 
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1 . claims 25, 26, 29, and 35 of the present Application and claims 1 , 2, 5, and 1 1 
of Sturm be designated as corresponding to count 1 ; 

2. claims 27, 30-34, 36-46, and 76 of the present Application and claims 3, 6- 1 0, 
and 12-22 of Sturm be designated as corresponding to count 2; 

3. claims 28, 54-56, and 58 of the present Application and claims 4, 30-32, and 
34 of Sturm be designated as corresponding to count 4; and 

4. claims 57, 59-75, and 77 of the present Application and claims 33 and 35-5 1 
of Sturm be designated as corresponding to count 5. 

The Applicants note that claims 25, 36, 54, and 65 of the present Application are 
copies of claims 1, 12, 30, and 41, respectively, of Sturm. The Applicants also note that 
claims 25, 36, 56, and 65 of the present Application (and claims 1, 12, 30, and 41 of Sturm) 
correspond exactly to counts 1, 2, 4, and 5, respectively. 

The Applicants note that claims 14 and 43 of Sturm broadly recite the feature of 
metallizing said ink-jet printed substrates, which feature has a scope covered by claims 38 
and 76, and 67 and 77, respectively, of the present Application. 

Attached Appendix A shows the support for features of claims 25-46 and 54-77 in the 
present Application. Attached Appendix A also shows the support in their Japanese Priority 
Document, JP 8-313828, filed in Japan on November 25, 1996, for proposed interference 
counts 4 and 5, and the support in the Japanese Priority Document, at least, for claims 28, 54, 
57, and 65 of this Application. Attached Appendix B lays out the rationale for 
correspondence between counts 1, 2, 4, and 5, claims 25-46 and 54-77 of the present 
Application, and claims 1-22 and 30-51 of Sturm. 

Furthermore, the Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner acknowledge in 
the Declaration of Interference Applicants' right to the benefit of PCT/JP 97/04283, filed 
November 25, 1997. Additionally, the Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner 



Application No. 09/901,097 

acknowledge in the Declaration of Interference Applicants* right to the benefit of then- 
Japanese Priority Document, JP 8-313828, filed in Japan on November 25, 1996. 

Applicants respectfully submit that all of the claims pending in this Application meet 
the requirements of 35 U.S.C. § 135(b), and therefore satisfy 37 C.F.R. § 1.607(a)(6), because 
the preliminary amendment filed on July 10, 2001 (less than one year after issue date of 
Strum) presented claims to the same subject matter as claims amended after July 11, 2001. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1 .607(b), the Applicants respectfully request that 
examination of the present Application be conducted with special dispatch within the Patent 
and Trademark Office. Attention is respectfully directed to the Petition For Consolidation of 
Three Interferences, a copy of which is attached. 

Should there be any questions concerning this communication, please telephone the 
undersigned at the number set forth below. 

Respectfully submitted, 

James A. Oliff 
Registration No. 27,075 

Hrayr A. Sayadian 
Registration No. 46,49 1 
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